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CHAPTER XVI OFF SORRENTO Sobbento, September 21st. There
s no use in trying to guide the conversation of this man Lubin; it
blows uncontrolled. He is riding a special benevolent hobby in
these days, and, though it absorbs most of his energies, it does
not always govern his thought. So, though he had dwelt for half-
hour passages upon his plan for a national system of
agricultural chambers of commerce in America, he never got
down to a full discussion of the subject until yesterday
afternoon, out on Naples Bay. Sometime in the middle of the
day the sirocco, that enervating, sticky heat wind, had stopped
blowing, and the late afternoon came off cool and pleasant. We
had taken a little lateen-rigged sail boat, commanded by Luigi, a
skipper who can sail round a ten-cent piece, and tacked out on a
dying breeze to...
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