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Colored People in the Southern States, and Other Facts In the midst of the social and family festivities and
greetings of the opening of the year 1867 at the national capital, the hearts of some benevolent ladies and
gentlemen of Washington, D.C, were touched with Christian sympathy for a thousand freedmen on Arlington
Heights, within sight of the capital, who needed words of sympathy to cheer them and material comforts to
gladden their humble homes. Remembering the precept of Him who went about doing good, and who said,
When thou makest a feast, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, nor thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbors, but
call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, and thou shalt be blessed, some friends of humanity, and
members of different denominations, resolved to give a New Year s Festival to these lowly children of our
common Father, many of whom were the disciples of the Saviour, who, by his own precepts and beautiful
examples, taught the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. The Preparatory Meeting For The
Festival was held on Wednesday evening, December 26, 1866, at the residence of Hon. George W. McLellan,
Second Assistant Postmaster General; Hon. Sayles J. Bowen, City Postmaster, presided, and S. V. Boyd, Esq.,
acted as secretary. A committee was appointed to make the necessary arrangements, consisting of Byron
Sunderland, D. D., J. George Butler, D. D., Charles B. Boynton, D. D., Rev. B. F. Morris, General Charles H.
Howard, Brevet Brigadier...
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