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THE SOUNDS OF SILENCE 3: ANKARA'S ARMENIANS SPEAK.

Hrant Dink Foundation Publications, Istanbul, 2013. SoA cover. Book Condition: New. 8vo - over 7¾ - 9¾" tall.
Paperback. Pbo. Roy. 8vo. (23 x 16 cm). In English. Ills. 165 p. Oral history transcripts with Armenians living in
Turkey and abroad. The oral history studies of Hrant Dink Foundation, which are going on since 2011, focused
on Ankara Armenians for 2013. The book, which comprises 10 interviews with the Armenians of Ankara, also
includes a foreword by Raymond H. Kévorkian and concluding remarks by Özgür Bal. "Just before the First
World War, half of the Armenian population of Ankara county (28.858 in sum), was living in the administrative
center, Ankara. The distinguishing aspect of the Ankara community was the ratio of Catholics: according to the
1914 census, 11.246 Armenians of the town were making up p of the population. Another distinguishing feature
was their preference for using Armenian script to write Turkish and their use of Turkish as vernacular. (.) The
educational infrastructure of the city was also developed: Six establishments of Catholics (1.200 students), three
schools and colleges of Apostolics (400 students), two vocational schools, two kindergartens and two
establishments belonging to Protestants. On the other hand, a rather large portion of the population was still
speaking Turkish; the advancement of the Armenian language was slow (.) Around the beginning of September
1915, the Armenians of Ankara; women, children, elderly, Apostolic or Catholic, were taken out of their houses,
which were sealed earlier by the police. The crowd, thousands in number, was brought together in the train
station outside the city. They stayed there at least for 25 days. This time period was enough to seize their
possessions and persuade the most attractive young women to convert to Islam and marry a Muslim. Those
who accepted the offer were...
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