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indexed. Not illustrated. 1845 Excerpt: .course. Yes! | leave this place in an hour; but I think it due to both of us,
that you should become informed of the motives which govern my actions. When we have dined, therefore, |
will relate to you the occurrences of my past life that you may be enabled to form a correct opinion of my
present determination. | have undertaken an uapleasant task, but I shall not shrink from it. Our dinner passed
off heavily enough. When the cloth was removed, and we were alone, Sturmwald filled a large tumbler of wine,
drained it, passed the rhenish to me, and thus began. | am the only remaining descendant of one of the oldest,
proudest, and | may add, poorest families in Poland. An only son, brought up in an old, secluded, dilapidated
castle, surrounded by serfs alone, to whom my will was law, it U not surprizing that 1 should have acquired an
imperious and haughty disposition, especially as it was rather encouraged than checked by my father, an
officer of high rank in the Prussian service. |, also, was destined to a career of arms. At the age of twelve, | was
sent to a Prussian seminary, where my fierce temper, and my hardy frame, soon rendered me the leading boy
of the school. | fear | was a tyrant. All boys, and most men, are so, when afforded an opportunity. My reign,
however, was not of very long duration. About six...
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