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Practicable in Modern Business and Professional Life? A recent scientific bulletin estimates that three billion
slaves would be required in the United States to do the work now being done by machines. It is further
estimated that the mechanical power available is equivalent to fifty servants for every man, woman and child
in this country. A huge turbine now produces energy equal to the labor of 400,000 strong men. And yet this
generation, which has fallen heir to incalculable energy and countless labor saving devices, is witnessing the
spectacle of multitudes of people who are hungry and ill clad. Not only in the backward nations of the earth is
this true, but across Europe there is appalling destitution. Even in our own land, the most favored of all the
earth, large numbers of people are lacking in the necessities and minimum comforts of life. At a conservative
estimate there are several million persons in the United States who are living in poverty or on the border of
destitution. An official commission of our Federal Government reported that at least one-third and possibly
one-half of the families of wage earners employed in manufacturing and mining earn in the course of the year
less than enough to support them in anything like a comfortable and decent condition. Another startling
contrast is that between the claims and achievements of the churches. They claim to have a solution for all
problems of human relations. For nineteen centuries they have been proclaiming a message of love, peace and
brotherhood among men. And yet we are living in a world of strife....
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