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National Park (N. C. and Tenn. ). Excerpt: . . . d like to talk about. | will assure you that | will show that latitude.
Longer statements can be submitted for the record. A court reporter will be taking a transcript of this hearing.
Il refrain from asking questions until all the witnesses have completed their statements. With that | will turn to
Dale for your opening statement. STATEMENT OF DALE DITMANSON, SUPERINTENDENT, GREAT SMOKY
MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mr. Ditmanson. Good
morning everyone. Senator Burr, thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today to provide the
Department of the Interiors views on the All Taxa Biodiversity Inventory within Great Smoky Mountains National
Park in North Carolina and partially in Tennessee. Laughter. Mr. Ditmanson. | will briefly summarize the
testimony and ask that my written statement be submitted for the record. Biological diversity is the hallmark of
Great Smoky Mountains National Park which encompasses more than 800 square miles in the Southern
Appalachian Mountains. Dominated by plant cover, gently contoured mountains, the crest of the Smokies
forms the boundary between North Carolina and Tennessee. No other area of equal size and temperate climate
can match the Smokies amazing diversity of plants, animals and invertebrates. More than 15, 000 species have
been documented in the Park. Scientists believe an additional 25 to 55, 000 taxa may live there. The All Taxa
Biodiversity Inventory is a concentrated effort to determine all species within a given area over a given period.
During a conference held in the fall of 1997, it was decided that the...
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