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Oxford University Press, USA. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Hardcover. 256 pages. Dimensions: 9.5in. x 6.4in.
x 1.1in.The breakdown of the family has moved in recent years to the forefront of national consciousness. All
manner of social ills, from poor academic performance to teenage drug use and gang crime, have been
attributed to high divorce rates and the collapse of the traditional two-parent family. Targets of particularly
harsh criticism are parents who lose all contact with their children after a divorce. So-called deadbeat dads are
denounced in political speeches and ridiculed on billboard advertisements; mothers who lose touch with their
children are stigmatized as emotionally unstable or lacking maternal instincts. Everyone seems to understand
the importance of children being raised by two-parent families and the damage that can occur when one
parent loses contact completely. What is significantly less clear is why this loss of contact occurs and what can
be done to prevent it. In Out of Touch, Geoffrey Greif explores these issues with clarity, compassion, insight, and
an evenhandedness rarely encountered in an arena far more susceptible to acrimonious debate than
sympathetic understanding. Setting out to find the reality beneath the catchall categorization of out-of-touch
parents as deadbeats, substance abusers, child mistreaters, or criminals, Greif focuses on those parents who
tried and, for a vast array of reasons, failed to maintain contact with their children. It is their voices, in a
discussion dominated up till now by the custodial parent, that we most need to hear, Greif argues, if we are to
uncover ways to avoid such failures in the future. Rather than offering dry statistics and abstract
generalizations, Greif lets us hear these voices directly in 26 in-depth interviews with estranged parents and with
children caught in the crossfire of painful divorces. Extending over a period of two...
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